
Beyond Thoughts & Prayers
How Policy in Action Saves Lives



We work across sectors to identify and advance 
solutions to this uniquely American epidemic 



Gun Violence is a Public Health Crisis

By using a public 
health approach, we 
can prevent gun 
violence and strive 
towards health 
equity, where 
everyone can live free 
from gun violence



What does the data tell us?



In
2023: 











What prompts increases in firearms sales?







Each year, more than 600 American women are shot to death by intimate partners

Women are more likely to be murdered with a gun than by all other means combined

Most mass shootings are related to domestic violence

A woman is 5x more likely to be murdered if her abuser has access to a gun

Women in the US are 11 times more likely to be killed with guns than women in other 
high-income countries



How does policy help?





PFA – Protection from Abuse 
Order

- protect victims

- criminal order

- Family Court

- requires a relationship –
family, household, dating 
partners etc.

LVPO – Lethal Violence 
Protective Order 

- removes firearms
- civil order
- JP or Superior Court
- Law Enforcement can file 
directly; no relationship 
needed



Permit to Purchase – prohibits dangerous people from buying guns; prevents impulsive 
purchases

FTAP – makes sure the most up-to-date Delaware data is included in point of sale
background checks

Ex Parte Restraining Order – bans abusers from having guns while subject to short 
term emergency orders

Prohibited Purchaser – persons convicted of a DV misdemeanor or under a PFA, or 
convicted stalkers, are banned from purchasing firearms/ammunition

Charleston Loophole – in DE, gun sales may not happen if a 
background check is incomplete



PFA – Protection from Abuse 
Order

- protect victims

- criminal order

- Family Court

- requires a relationship –
family, household, dating 
partners etc.

LVPO – Lethal Violence 
Protective Order 

- removes firearms
- civil order
- JP or Superior Court
- Law Enforcement can file 
directly; no relationship 
needed



https://coalitionforasaferdelaware.org/secure-storage/
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What’s possible?









When leaders, advocates, systems 
come together, we can build the 
safer communities, safer schools, 
and safer homes that we all deserve.




