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Who are we?

Board of Directors
Ann Altemus
Denise Avayou
Rene Baldrey
Kim Blanch
Nancy Castellanos
Blanche Creech, Co-Chair
Cierra Hall-Hipkins
Dedra Handy, Secretary
Eleanor Kiesel
Debbie Litten
April L. Lyons-Alls, Chair
Megan Mahle
Laura Mood
Kathrin Schmalzing, Treasurer
Tia Tucker

Our Mission
The Delaware Coalition Against Domestic Violence is a statewide, nonprofit organization and
coalition of organizations, groups and individuals that strives to promote conditions that prevent
and eliminate domestic violence by educating its members and community partners; providing
informational resources to the community; and advocating as a strong, unified voice for
victims/survivors of domestic violence, children who are affected, domestic violence programs and
victim service providers.

Ama Amponsah, Domestic Violence & Community Health Program Manager
Elaine Ansah, Interim Director of Advocacy & Policy
Shaina Collins, Administrative Coordinator
Joe Myers, Prevention Director
Jacqueline Greenidge Nix, Director of Finance & Operations
Rajan Parikh, Economic Justice Policy & Prevention Coordinator
Sue Ryan, Executive Director
Deianna Tyree-McDuffy, on leave
Jen Uro, Communications & Fundraising Manager
Courtney Winkler, Training Manager

DCADV Staff

Purple Ribbon 2026 Planning Committee
Ann Altemus, Chair
Megan Bittinger
Kristi Carruthers
Nancy Castellanos
Shaina Collins
Erin Curry
Ruth Fleury-Steiner
Jennifer Naccarelli
Sue Ryan
Jen Uro



Sue Ryan, Executive Director

What‘s on the agenda?
5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Check-in & Networking
Music by Paul Sedacca
Food and Drinks - Dinner buffet opens at 6:00 p.m.
Basket Auction sales- Auction closes at 6:45 p.m.

7 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.    Dessert trays delivered to the tables at 7:00 p.m.
Welcome, April Lyons-Alls, DCADV Board Chair 
Acknowledgments, Sue Ryan, DCADV Executive Director
Introduction of Corporate Citizenship award winner, Blanche Creech
Corporate Citizenship Award winner, Delaware Womenade
Introduction of Spirit of Advocacy award winner, Crystal Pitts
Spirit of Advocacy Award winner, Bettina Jones
Introduction of Vision of Peace award winner, Mackenzie Sockriter
Vision of Peace Award winner, Ria Wallace
Closing Remarks, Ann Altemus, PRE Planning Committee Chair

7:40 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Did you win a Basket Auction prize? Check the list of winners and pick up your
prize!
Networking

Dear Friends:
Thank you for being part of Purple Ribbon 2026! This event is a heartfelt gathering of
domestic violence advocates, community and system partners, member programs,
funders, and individual supporters. It is an opportunity to come together as friends,
colleagues, and fellow members to acknowledge our shared commitment to ending and
preventing domestic violence. 
 

DCADV extends enduring gratitude to domestic violence advocates, shelter staff, case
managers, community health workers, therapists, first responders, victim services, and
survivors. Thank you for your dedication, courage, hard work, and generosity. 
 

DCADV deeply appreciates our member programs and community partners for their
collaboration with the Coalition! We are also so very grateful to our individual supporters
and to all who share our commitment to ending and preventing domestic violence. 
 

Enjoy the evening!



Wade Family Foundation

The Curry Girls

Awareness Champions

Who supports us?

Advocacy Champion

The Coalition truly appreciates the support of our corporate and community partners! 
Working together, we can end and prevent domestic violence.

Prevention Champions

https://www.declasi.org/
https://www.bankofamerica.com/
https://www.childinc.com/
https://www.amerihealthcaritasde.com/


The Ryan
Family

MBA Program

College of Nursing

Monique Williams-Johns
New Castle County President

Benefactors

https://www.peoplesplace2.com/
https://www.btcpa.com/
https://www.sourcepass.com/


Speaker Melissa Minor-Brown

Supporters

https://www.dvls.org/
https://www.beebehealthcare.org/


Did you check out the auction
items?  Take a look and
purchase your tickets ahead of
time.

and community
partners and

friends of DCADV!



CORPORATE 
CITIZENSHIP
2026

Delaware Womenade, Inc. is a grassroots local women’s non-profit organization
whose mission is to support women and their children who are victims and
survivors of domestic violence. We also provide necessary funding for current and
former foster youth within the Independent Living Program to become self-
sufficient and live independently. We accomplish these efforts through monetary
donations and contributions of much needed items.

Our support provides critically necessary funding throughout the year to
empower these families to find their path forward towards growth and
independence. Often these families arrive at a shelter with their belongings in
trash bags. They are fleeing for their safety from the torment of domestic abuse.

During the year we meet often to raise awareness, funds, and in-kind
contributions. Our fundraising events include tennis and pickleball socials, a
Holiday Wish Drive, and the largest fundraiser, our Annual Games Day. Our hope
is, through all these donations we will make a difference to this critical need in
our area. Beyond our contributions, the true impact on the lives of those who
need the help, and the commitment of our group, are immeasurable.

We partner with organizations such as People’s Place, a non-profit organization
in Milford DE. They operate three domestic violence shelters for women and
children in Sussex and Kent Counties. Our partnership now includes their
Independent Living Program.

Our mission is to inspire these families and youth, to transition into their next
phase of growth and independence safely.



SPIRIT OF
ADVOCACY
2026

Bettina Jones is a Licensed Masters Social Worker in the State of
Delaware. She earned a Bachelor of Social Work from Shippensburg
University. Bettina has been with the Delaware Department of Justice
for over 36 years, where she is currently a Victim Service Specialist
Supervisor with the Domestic Violence Unit.

Bettina has extensive experience serving children and adult victims in
multiple court jurisdictions. Prior to joining the DOJ, Bettina was with
Delaware Child Protective Services, the South Philadelphia
Community Center, Philadelphia, PA and Dauphin Residencies, Inc.,
Harrisburg PA. Awards include being recognized as an Outstanding
Professional by the Crime Victims’ Rights Week Task Force (April
2020).



Ria Wallace has dedicated much of her career to understanding intimate partner and family violence, bringing that
knowledge into community supervision and highlighting the unique role Probation and Parole can play in
accountability, intervention, and victim safety.

A Senior Probation and Parole Officer with the Delaware Department of Correction, Ria has served as a sworn law
enforcement officer since 2012 and as a Kent County Domestic Violence Officer since 2014. Her work begins with an
understanding that the people assigned to her caseload are more than a case number. Each person carries a history
and a story that can never be captured in a file. Her ability to connect with probationers, justice-involved victims, and
survivors allows her to approach each person with empathy, understanding, and a focus on rehabilitation and safety.

Ria has dedicated years to learning about victimology and the complexities of domestic violence from experts in
Delaware and across the country. She has applied that knowledge to specialized, victim-centered supervision
practices focused on meaningful intervention, behavior change, and preventing further harm.

That perspective has also carried into legislative and policy conversations. During Delaware's probation reform
efforts in 2024 and 2025, surrounding Senate Bill 4 and later Senate Bill 8, Ria worked with legislators and Delaware's
domestic violence community to help keep the safety of victims at the forefront as changes to probation policy and
practice were considered.

She was later selected to serve on the Governor-elect's Care and Community Actions Policy Transition Committee,
where she highlighted systemic needs in Delaware's response to domestic violence and recommended expanded
training across the justice system in victimology, domestic violence dynamics, and evidence-based practices, with
particular attention to how system responses and decisions can impact victim safety.

Sharing the role Probation and Parole can play in addressing domestic violence has become another meaningful
part of her work. She has been invited to present at the Delaware Law Enforcement Domestic Violence Conference,
the Annual Victim Advocates Conference, and Domestic Violence 101, where her passion comes through in the
knowledge, experience, and perspective she shares. She has also had opportunities to guest speak with criminal
justice students at Delaware State University, Wilmington University, and NOBLE's student chapter, bringing that
perspective to future criminal justice professionals.

Her dedication extends beyond her caseload. Whether someone crosses her path by chance, is referred by someone
who knows her work, or reaches out for help, she offers information, support, and resources to help them find safety.
For Ria, this is not simply what she does for a living; it is part of how she moves through the world.

When Ria speaks about why she does this work, she describes it simply: to be a voice when a victim has lost their
own, to provoke meaningful change in those who have caused harm, and to remain unwavering in her commitment
to victim and public safety.

VISION OF
PEACE 2026



The
Montessori
Curriculum

Social & Emotional
Development

Nurturing, Family
Environment

Kindergarten
Transition Support

 
302-764-9022

 
https://webstermontessoriacademy.org

GROWING MINDS
EMPOWERING FUTURES

Spanish Classes with Language U
Delaware Nature Society Field Trips
Music Class w/ Wilmington Children’s
Chorus
Scouting America

AFFORDABLE EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  L E A R N  M O R E

2500 Rosemont Avenue Wilmington, Delaware 19802

Enroll today

YOUR KIDS DESERVE THE BEST EDUCATION
NOW ENROLLING AGES 1-5

Free breakfast, lunch, and snack

Free Transportation

Head Start Program

 ENROLLMENT IS ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. 

https://webstermontessoriacademy.org/
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We’re proud to support
Delaware Coalition Against
Domestic Violence
Thank you to the Coalition for your continued work to end and prevent 
domestic violence. We applaud you and the work you do to advocate for
victims, survivors and their families.

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/delaware

Providing Emergency Shelters, Advocacy, Counseling, Visitation Centers,
Transitional Housing, Economic Empowerment and Prevention Programming.

THANK YOU, DCADV, FOR YOUR
PARTNERSHIP AND COMMITMENT TO END

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN DELAWARE. 

SAFE shelters & 24/7 hotline: 302-422-8059 Abriendo Puertas shelter & 24/7 hotline: 302-745-9874

https://www.bankofamerica.com/delaware
https://peoplesplace2.com/


https://www.del-one.org/


https://childinc.com/
https://www.declasi.org/
https://coastalhomeimprovementsde.com/


 

Thank you to the staff
and volunteers at
DCADV for the

important work you
continue to do for

victims and survivors.
Keep up the

AMAZING job!
☘~The Curry Girls

AmeriHealth Caritas Delaware 
proudly supports the

Delaware Coalition
Against Domestic
Violence 
AmeriHealth Caritas Delaware helps
people get care, stay well, and build
healthy communities.

CSC is proud to support the
Delaware Coalition Against
Domestic Violence.

BETTER
TOGETHER

www.amerihealthcaritasde.com

https://www.wilmingtonde.gov/
https://www.cscglobal.com/cscglobal/home/
https://www.cscglobal.com/cscglobal/home/
https://www.amerihealthcaritasde.com/


Learn more about our work

https://www.facebook.com/lopezjrconstructionllc
https://www.newcastlede.gov/
https://www.kamelasmithfordelaware.com/
https://www.newcastlede.gov/226/County-Council


Paul Sedacca

Classical & Jazz Guitar

https://www.breakwatercorp.com/
https://www.instagram.com/joythefeeling/
https://www.facebook.com/sedaccaguitar/
https://dcadv.org/what-we-do/advocacy-policy-work/health/help-for-survivors.html


The Delaware Healthcare
Association advocates for hospitals

and health systems, driving
collaboration and policy

leadership
to ensure high-quality, accessible,
and affordable healthcare for all

Delawareans.

Mission

Vision Learn More

We advance health in Delaware through collaborative policies
and partnerships.

Make the First State First in Health deha.org

DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY
 MBA Online Information

+302-467-3310

https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/cas/units/centers/study-prevention-gender-based-violence/
https://romerfordelaware.com/about-cyndie/
https://www.btcpa.com/
https://deha.org/
https://online.desu.edu/degrees/business/mba/?_gl=1*t7xkqf*_gcl_au*NjMyNzk5Mzg0LjE3ODg0NDY3MjU.
https://www.sourcepass.com/
https://whatisyourvoice.org/
https://housedems.delaware.gov/members/house-district-17/


Women
Empowered
Against
Violence in
Every
Relationship

SHARE YOUR
STORY TO
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
FOR
SURVIVORS

www.dcadv.org/weaver

D e l a w a r e  C o a l i t i o n  A g a i n s t  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e
Ending DV in Communities of  Color 

WOMEN
  COLOR
TASK FORCE
of

Continued Service Since 1999

www.dcadv.org/woctf

WOCTF Members meet
monthly to discuss and
develop strategies
regarding the outreach
and delivery of
domestic violence
services to
communities of color.

Join WOCTF
Today!

College of Nursing
Achieve your goals in nursing 

with a degree from Delaware State University

desu.edu/nursing

https://dcadv.org/who-we-are/task-forces-and-committees/women-empowered-against-violence-in-every-relationship-weaver.html
https://dcadv.org/who-we-are/task-forces-and-committees/women-of-color-task-force.html
https://wchbs.desu.edu/departments/nursing
https://www.dcadv.org/get-help


Dover Alumnae Chapter congratulates you on your 
Purple Ribbon Celebration 

and your continuous dedication to raising awareness about
domestic violence.

handmade cards for special occasions

Congratulations

Dr. Rachel Silver Atis, President
Dover Alumnae Chapter

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. P.O.
Box 636

Dover, DE 19903
www.doverdeltas.org

 

We are guided by the 
vision of powerful girls 
in an equitable
society.

girlsincde.org

https://wrkgroup.org/
https://ncccc.com/
https://www.mentalhealthde.com/
https://www.dvls.org/
mailto:Bernadette.Allen.LMFT@gmail.com
https://www.beebehealthcare.org/
https://www.beebehealthcare.org/
https://doverdeltas.org/
https://www.302strategies.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ItsSimplyJen
https://girlsincde.org/


WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 9TH AT

9:00 AM
VIA ZOOM

Interested in becoming a member? 
Visit www.dcadv.org/membership for more information.

DCADV’S 
ANNUAL MEETING

THIS MEETING IS FOR SUPPORTING MEMBERS 
AND ORGANIZATIONS.

https://www.dcadv.org/membership
https://www.dcadv.org/membership
https://www.dcadv.org/membership
https://www.dcadv.org/

