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Gun Violence
Traci Murphy, Executive Director, Coalition 
for a Safer Delaware



The Coalition for a Safer Delaware exists to end 

gun violence in Delaware and nationwide  

through prevention education, programs, 

policy, and partnerships.



Scope of the 
Problem





DELAWARE ~ 

50% Suicide 

50% Homicide









https://www.thetrace.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/gunstock-680x538.jpg



https://nihcm.org/publications/gun-violence-the-impact-on-public-health



But … isn’t it too late?



What’s 
possible?





Guns and 
Domestic Violence

Sue Ryan, Executive Director, DCADV
Traci Murphy

Executive Director

Coalition for Safer Delaware



The Delaware Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence 

envisions a First State where 
safe, healthy, equitable 

relationships, families and 
communities thrive.



Domestic violence 
is a public health 
issue.



Firearms and Domestic Violence
Nearly half of all women killed in the U.S. are 
murdered by a current or former intimate 
partner

More than half of these homicides are by 
firearms

A woman is 5x more likely to be murdered 
when the abuser has a gun

The Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence: https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-violence-and-firearms/

https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-violence-and-firearms/


Firearms and Domestic Violence

Firearms in DV increases the risk of multiple 
fatalities: co-workers, friends, new dating 
partners, police officers, and children

Increases the risk of murder-suicide 

Threats with a weapon are predictors of IPV

The Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence: https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-violence-and-firearms/

https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-violence-and-firearms/


Racial/ethnic minority 
women are 

disproportionately
impacted by IPV-
related homicides

Black women were 
more likely to be killed 
by firearms than other 
racial/ethnic groups 

Petrosky E, Blair JM, Betz CJ, Fowler KA, Jack SP, & Lyons BH. (2017). Racial and Ethnic 
Differences in Homicides of Adult Women and the Role of Intimate Partner Violence – 
United States, 2003-2014, MMWR and Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, July 2017



Delaware Stats
In 2021, there were 31 DV-related 
deaths, including 23 victims and 8 
perpetrator suicides

Nearly 60% of these murders were 
by firearms*

75% of the DV homicides in 2020 & 
2022 involved firearms

Delaware Fatal Incident Report Team: https://dvcc.delaware.gov/firt-reports/
*Based on FIRT data for 17 DV victims reported in the 2022 Delaware Fatal Incident Review Team Report: 
https://dvcc.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/87/2022/12/FIRT-2022-Annual-Report-Final-min.pdf 

https://dvcc.delaware.gov/firt-reports/


Increased Risk of Homicide
Access to guns

Threats or assault with 
a gun

Prior acts of DV

Stalking

Extreme jealousy 

Attempt to choke

Forced sex

Campbell JC, Webster D, Koziol-McLain J, Block C, Campbell D, Curry MA… & Laughon K. (2003). Risk Factors for Femicide in Abusive Relationships: Results From a Multisite Case Control 
Study , American Journal of Public Health



more likely to be killed 
than other women

The Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence: https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-violence-and-firearms/

https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-violence-and-firearms/


Misdemeanor 
DV crimes

Subject to 
PFA orders

Judges 
issuing ex- 
parte PFAs

Delaware Laws

Disarm Domestic Violence, Delaware https://www.disarmdv.org/state/delaware/of firearms.



Federal Laws: U.S. vs. Rahimi

WHAT'S AT STAKE

Whether 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(8), which prohibits 
the possession of firearms by persons subject 
to domestic-violence restraining orders, 
violates the Second Amendment on its face.



Kent/Sussex Counties: 302-422-8058

Connect with DV-CHWs

New Castle County: 302-757-2137



Delaware’s 24-hour 
DV hotlines

New Castle County: 302-762-6110

Kent/Sussex Counties: 302-422-8058

Abriendo Puertas: 302-745-9874

Sexual Assault Response: 800-773-8570



302-658-2958

www.dcadv.org

www.saferde.org 

http://www.dcadv.org/
http://www.saferde.org/
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